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Rouvier into ousting his Minister of Foreign Affairs, he had
been egregiously guilty of aiming at the wrong thing in the
wrong way* The incident made a painful impression on
the French, It contributed not a little to the ultimate re-
vival of a new determination on the part of some of her
leading men that they would rather risk war than accept
another such humiliation. M. Poineare, for instance, in his
public speeches and his writings never tires of referring to
the "brutality" and "odious violence" of Germany's belli-
cose diplomatic methods. More fatal still for Germany, it
helped rouse the British Government to enter into those
naval and military "conversations" which brought England
into the World War and thus made certain Germany's ulti-
mate catastrophic defeat.                                    *
ANGLO-FRENCH MILITARY AND NAVAL "CONVERSATIONS/*
19054912
As the Franco-Russian Entente of 1891 was followed by
a secret Military Convention, so the Anglo-French Entente
of 1904 was soon supplemented by momentous but very
secret naval and military arrangements, or, as Sir Edward
Grey euphemistically calls them, "conversations." These
lacked, at first, the rigid and binding character of the
Franco-Russian Alliance, but they gradually came to be,
in fact if not in form, a most vital link in the system of
secret alliances, In spite of the meticulous nicety with
which Sir Edward Grey was careful to state that "England's
hands were free/1 and that "it would be left for Parliament
to decide/' he allowed the French to hope confidently that,
in case. Germany caused a.European war^Engkndjvfflild
fo|$ $1*} field on the side pf tho Frmch. He permitted the
English and French Naval and Military Staffs to elaborate
technical arrangements for joint war action, which became
the basis of the strategic plans of both countries. These
e&tne to involve mutual obligations which were virtually as